
Dominican Republic 5 0 0

Ecuador 27 30 5

Egypt 9 87 23

El Salvador 1 0 3

Equatorial Guinea 5 0 0

Eritrea 89 0 45

Estonia 0 0 1

Ethiopia 20 204 79

Fiji 5 0 3

Finland 0 0 49

France 0 0 123

Gabon 13 0 1

Gambia 5 6 26

Georgia 10 0 2

Germany 0 0 78

Ghana 10 30 93

Greece 0 0 9

Grenada 0 1 0

Guatemala 24 13 4

Guinea 18 0 59

Guinea-Bissau 17 5 6

Guyana 13 2 2

Haiti 253 10 35

Honduras 10 10 4

Hungary 0 0 5

India 5 296 172

Indonesia 34 56 19

Iran, Islamic Republic of 2 0 5

Iraq 0 0 11

Ireland 0 0 47

Israel 6 0 2

Italy 0 0 235

Jamaica 0 0 7

Japan 0 0 87

Jordan 11 13 5

Kazakhstan 5 4 2

Kenya 44 95 209

Kiribati 1 0 0

Korea, Dem. People’s Republic of 1 0 0

Korea, Republic of 0 0 19

Kosovo 220 20 2

Kyrgyzstan 6 20 2

Lao People’s Democratic Rep. 48 10 0

Latvia 0 0 1

Lebanon 2 6 18

Lesotho 15 0 0

UNV VOLUNTEER STATISTICS WORLDWIDE – 2007

Afghanistan 116 5 42

Albania 12 1 7

Algeria 10 0 5

Angola 23 0 14

Anguilla 1 0 0

Argentina 7 4 10

Armenia 2 0 3

Australia 0 0 47

Austria 0 0 11

Azerbaijan 0 0 5

Bahamas 0 0 1

Bangladesh 15 39 43

Barbados 2 0 0

Belgium 0 0 92

Belize 1 0 0

Benin 9 3 80

Bhutan 7 0 24

Bolivia 8 13 3

Bosnia and Herzegovina 9 13 17

Botswana 8 20 0

Brazil 10 41 40

Bulgaria 0 0 11

Burkina Faso 21 35 31

Burundi 114 0 66

Cambodia 29 14 16

Cameroon 10 18 129

Canada 0 0 86

Cape Verde 13 4 2

Central African Republic 30 6 35

Chad 63 0 11

Chile 1 0 0

China 20 19 3

Colombia 30 35 14

Comoros 3 8 5

Congo 7 14 8

Congo, Democratic Republic of 774 34 149

Cook Islands 2 0 0

Costa Rica 3 1 3

Côte d’Ivoire 339 0 62

Croatia 3 12 14

Cuba 3 0 2

Cyprus 1 0 0

Czech Republic 0 0 22

Denmark 0 0 16

Djibouti 6 0 3

Dominica 2 1 1

Liberia 347 22 114

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 1 7 0

Lithuania 0 0 4

Luxembourg 0 0 3

Madagascar 4 23 17

Malawi 73 30 15

Malaysia 6 0 17

Maldives 4 0 0

Mali 14 12 49

Marshall Islands 1 0 0

Mauritania 16 11 5

Mauritius 5 0 3

Mexico 0 1 23

Moldova, Republic of 0 0 2

Mongolia 8 11 7

Montenegro 0 3 1

Montserrat 4 0 0

Morocco 43 3 7

Mozambique 26 45 10

Myanmar 3 20 18

Namibia 20 19 4

Nauru 1 0 0

Nepal 224 60 107

Netherlands 0 0 27

New Zealand 0 0 15

Nicaragua 11 41 3

Niger 28 80 79

Nigeria 3 10 88

Norway 0 0 10

Occupied Palestinian Territory 7 61 3

Pakistan 11 63 95

Panama 2 1 2

Papua New Guinea 9 0 1

Paraguay 0 0 1

Peru 5 6 23

Philippines 4 1 301

Poland 0 0 14

Portugal 0 0 40

Romania 0 1 11

Russian Federation 5 13 26

Rwanda 33 29 101

Saint Helena 0 0 1

Saint Kitts and Nevis 1 1 0

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 0 1 0

Samoa 4 3 1

Sao Tome and Principe 3 0 5

Senegal 11 5 36

Serbia 2 17 14

Seychelles 1 0 2

Sierra Leone 90 5 224

Singapore 0 0 6

Slovakia 2 0 1

Solomon Islands 2 0 0

Somalia 37 0 2

South Africa 51 5 12

Spain 0 0 87

Sri Lanka 44 69 44

Sudan 500 70 18

Suriname 2 3 0

Swaziland 8 3 2

Sweden 0 0 35

Switzerland 0 0 57

Syrian Arab Republic 3 98 3

Tajikistan 0 0 20

Tanzania, United Republic of 24 66 86

Thailand 18 0 6
The former Yugoslav Republic  
of Macedonia 2 0 5

Timor-Leste 423 16 34

Togo 9 17 41

Trinidad and Tobago 95 0 8

Tunisia 1 1 7

Turkey 0 8 1

Turkmenistan 2 0 2

Turks and Caicos Islands 3 0 0

Tuvalu 2 0 0

Uganda 36 53 118

Ukraine 8 12 23
United Kingdom of Great Britain  
and Northern Ireland 0 0 86

United States of America 0 0 106

Uruguay 0 0 6

Uzbekistan 5 1 6

Vanuatu 3 0 0

Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic of 2 9 2

Viet Nam 27 26 1

Yemen 22 8 1

Zambia 35 121 30

Zimbabwe 5 23 33

Total 5049 2472 5049

Afghanistan, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, 
Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Costa 
Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 
Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic 
Republic of), Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liechtenstein, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, 
Romania, Russian Federation, Samoa, San Marino, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Tajikistan, Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 

Zambia and Zimbabwe.

The following 142 countries co-sponsored United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/RES/57/106,  
‘Follow-up to the International Year of Volunteers’, on 26 November 2002:

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this list do not 
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat 
of the United Nations, UNDP or UNV concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.

www.unvolunteers.org

UNV volunteers originating from 
the region serving in other regions

UNV volunteers from the region  
serving within their region

UNV volunteers from other 
regions serving in the region

5049

2472

5049
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➦ ➦ ➦ ➦➦ ➦ ➦ ➦Country Country Country Country

International UNV volunteers of other 
nationalities serving in the country

National UNV volunteers serving within 
their own country

Nationals of the country serving abroad 
as international UNV volunteers

➦

➦

➦

FOREWORD UNDP Administrator Kemal Derviş

Volunteerism is one of the most important manifestations of trust and solidarity within 
and between communities.  When properly recognized and supported it can foster 
empowerment and broad-based ownership, and engage in development people who 
are affected by poverty and exclusion.  This is at the heart of the collaboration of UNDP 
with the United Nations Volunteers (UNV) programme.  

The work of UNV on the ground and the contributions of UNV volunteers are an 
inspiration to the upstream work of UNDP.  In 2007, UNV volunteers played an 
important role in about 500 UNDP projects.  UNDP and UNV are therefore well-placed 
to support programme countries and the broader United Nations system in integrating 
volunteerism into efforts to attain development objectives.

Volunteerism is a fundamental source of community strength, resilience, solidarity and 
social cohesion.  It enables the engagement of communities and individuals in achieving 
key objectives of the United Nations:  promoting peace and security, advancing 
development, and protecting human rights and human dignity. 

The achievements of UNV volunteers, and of the wider communities that UNV 
helps to mobilize, provide inspiration to governments, UN agencies and civil society 
organizations to engage volunteers and make greater use of their services.  That is why 
the UN system draws on the spirit of volunteerism to expand the reach of its activities.  
The work of UNV is increasingly recognized around the world:  references to UNV and 
volunteerism were included in 41 United Nations Development Assistance Frameworks 
(UNDAFs) and 29 UNDP Country Programme Action Plans (CPAPs) in the past two 
years alone.  The development of national and regional volunteer schemes and policies 
are further testimony to the efforts of UNV and the valuable contribution of volunteerism 
to development.

As this annual report amply demonstrates, UNV is making a significant and growing 
contribution to the entire UN system.  In 2007, UNV deployed more than 7,500 UNV 
volunteers to work in 140 countries. To achieve this, UNV partnered with 25 UN 
organizations and with governments and civil society partners.  This is a powerful 
demonstration of solidarity in action to achieve our shared aim of building a better 
world for all.



Growth of the UNV Programme since 1998

Inspiration in Action

Statistical and financial 
information for 2007

Advocacy for Volunteerism for Development

Mobilization of volunteers

Integration of volunteerism in development planning

COUNTRIES

Argentina – 142.5  – 142.5 
Austria 99.8 86.3  – 186.1 
Bangladesh 1.0 –  – 1.0 
Belgium  200.0 923.6  – 1,123.6 
Canada – 883.8 – 883.8
China  30.0 –  – 30.0 
Cyprus**  2.0 –  – 2.0 
Czech Republic  43.2 267.0  – 310.2 
Denmark – 547.2  – 547.2 
Finland – 1,345.7  – 1,345.7 
France  131.7  109.2  – 240.9 
Germany 3,002.3 481.7  – 3,484.0 
India  15.0  –  – 15.0 
Ireland 1,685.5  1,374.3  – 3,059.8 
Israel  10.0  – –  10.0 
Italy  102.2  1,941.4 –  2,043.6 
Japan –  1,233.4  555.7 1,789.1 
Korea, Republic of – 50.1  – 50.1 
Luxembourg – 379.2  – 379.2 
Norway – 219.8  – 219.8 
Panama  0.5  –  – 0.5 
Philippines  4.6  –  – 4.6
Poland – 100.0 – 100.0
Sweden 636.3  – 226.7 863.0 
Switzerland  486.0 183.3  – 669.3
Syrian Arab Republic 8.9  –  – 8.9
Thailand  1.5  –  – 1.5 
Turkey  140.0  –  – 140.0 
United States of America  100.0  – 647.0 747.0 

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS

Asian Productivity Organization (APO) –  –  42.2 42.2 
Cisco –  – 121.0 121.0 
European Commission** 29.6  – 94.7 124.3
Hiroshima University –  – 502.2 502.2
Medicus Mundi –  – 9.2 9.2
Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) –  –  27.9 27.9 
Plan International –  –  37.3 37.3 

International UNV volunteers  25.7  24.6 50.3 
National UNV volunteers  6.4  2.8 9.2

CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNV IN 2007 (THOUSANDS OF US$)

Other resources*

Government GovernmentOther Other

TotalDonors Special 
Voluntary 

Fund

Other resources* TotalDonors Special 
Voluntary 

Fund

UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

DESA Department of Economic and Social Affairs – – 129.3 129.3

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations –  – 160.1 160.1 

OCHA United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs –  – 768.1 768.1 

OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights –  –  876.5 876.5  

UNAIDS Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS – – 67.4 67.4

UNCCD United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification  –  –  105.0 105.0 

UNCDF United Nations Capital Development Fund  –  –  140.8 140.8 

UNDP*** United Nations Development Programme –  – 47,079.0 47,079.0 

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme –  – 210.3 210.3

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund –  –  2,519.2 2,519.2 

UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  –  – 372.7 372.7 

UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees –  –  16,143.6 16,143.6  

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund –  –  1,664.9 1,664.9 

UNIFEM United Nations Development Fund for Women –  – 204.6 204.6 

UNITED NATIONS (Memoranda of Understanding) –  –  91,617.0 91,617.0 

UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime –  – 124.5 124.5

UNOPS United Nations Office for Project Services –  –  307.7 307.7 

WFP World Food Programme –  –  4,876.4 4,876.4 

WHO World Health Organization – – 147.8 147.8 

Others – –  240.7 240.7 

OTHER INCOME

Interest and other income  1,551.8 –  1,780.9 3,332.7 
Reimbursable support services –  –  7,813.3 7,813.3 

Subtotal COUNTRIES 6,700.5  10,268.5 1,429.4 18,398.4 

Subtotal OTHER CONTRIBUTORS 29.6  –  834.5 864.1 

Total contributions 6,730.1  10,268.5 170,019.5 187,018.1 

Subtotal UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM –  –  167,755.6 167,755.6

CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNV IN 2007 (THOUSANDS OF US$) continued

AVERAGE ANNUAL VOLUNTEER COSTS IN 2007 (THOUSANDS OF US$)

Subtotal OTHER INCOME  1,551.8 – 9,594.2 11,146.0 

Total contributions and other income 8,281.9 10,268.5 179,613.7 198,164.1 

*	O ther resources comprise trust funds, full funding of UNV assignments and cost sharing 
** 	R eceived in 2008 as 2007 contribution
***	 Includes Biennial Support Budget from UNDP
****	�O ther resources comprise trust funds, full funding of UNV assignments, cost sharing, 

UNDP, agency and peacekeeping missions
*****	� Comprises non-recurrent costs relating to assignment travel and settling-in allowance, 

insurances, provisions for medical and security evacuations, repatriation travel and 
resettlement allowance

Total yearly
average costs

Programme expenditure 6,483.7  162,832.3 169,316.0 
Programme support –  16,201.3 16,201.3 
Management and administration support –  6,943.4 6,943.4 

Total expenditure 6,483.7  185,977.0 192,460.7 

Expenditure FOR YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2007 (THOUSANDS OF US$)

Other 
resources****

TotalSpecial 
Voluntary Fund

Other costs*****Yearly living 
allowance incl. 
accommodation

Countries of assignment 139

Countries of origin 162

Origin of UNV volunteers

From developing countries 5,815 77%

From other countries* 1,706 23%

*High-income OECD, Central and Eastern Europe and the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)

UNV PROGRAMME ACTIVITIES*

Fostering democratic 
governance

Energy and environment 
for sustainable development 

Achieving the MDGs and reducing 
human poverty

Crisis prevention and recovery

32%

47%

2%

5%

14%

Responding to HIV/AIDS

*Based on UNDP Multi-Year Funding Framework (MYFF), 2004–2007

Types of assignment

International UNV assignments 5,217 67%

National UNV assignments 2,549 33%

Total UNV assignments 7,766 100%

In addition to the 7,521 UNV volunteers mentioned 
above, thousands of online volunteers make their skills 
available through the UNV Online Volunteering service. 
Many university graduates, private sector employees and 
retirees also engage in the diverse opportunities opened 
up by UNV to volunteer for development.

Number of unv assignments	 7,766
Number of individual unv volunteers	 7,521

Statistics

Gender

Female 2,707 36%

Male 4,814 64%

number of unv assignments with main partners

UNDP/UNV/Governments 	 3,094 

United Nations* 	 3,148

UNHCR 	 958

WFP 	 235

UNOPS 	 53

UNFPA 	 100

UNICEF 	 147

Others 	 31

Total UNV assignments 	 7,766
*Includes UNDPKO, DESA and OCHA

Individual Volunteers Assignments 
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Design & production: Alarm sarl, Lebanon

Asia and the Pacific: 
1,898

Latin America and 
the Caribbean: 777

Africa: 3,626 

Arab States: 1,013

UNV ASSIGNMENTS BY REGION

Europe and CIS: 452

24%

10%

47%

13%

6%

The results of the United Nations Volunteers (UNV) programme reflect its focus 
on Advocacy, Integration and Mobilization. This report provides case studies and 
insights into UNV’s work in these three complementary areas of intervention.

Promoting recognition of the 
contribution of volunteerism  
to development

Our Inspiration/Our mission
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