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Finally, volunteering can be a useful mechanism for community
mobilization and local capacity-building. UNFPA has fostered the
Partners in Population and Development (PPD) programme, which
provides opportunities for experts from the developing world to
volunteer at partner institutions elsewhere in the developing world.
The PPD programme is an important example of South-South
volunteering, a growing area of activity that builds professional
ties between countries facing common challenges, facilitating the
communication of information on best practices and building
capacity to deal with population and reproductive health issues.
Sixteen countries, representing more than half of the world’s
population, have joined the programme, which is expanding into
the fields of training, communication and fundraising. Volunteering
is likely to play a major role in each of these areas in these
countries.

Volunteering and HIV/AIDS

Theresa, 34, twice married and twice divorced, lives in a two-
room mud house with her two children, Aaron, 10, and Mavis, 8.
“I thought of crushing a bottle and putting it in water and drinking
it. That way | could end it all” Theresa recounts how Regina, the
home-based care volunteer who visits her three times a week,
said: “It was better to stay alive for my children, even if they have
to look after me. She says | should die when the time comes and
that volunteers will look after my children when they become
orphans!” This is a disturbingly common situation. With few
resources and little training, volunteers struggle to keep up with
the growing demand for their services.

According to the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
(UNAIDS) and WHO, nearly 14 million adults and children died
of AIDS between 1981 and 2001. As of January 2001, an
estimated 36.1 million people were living with the disease and
11 people were being infected every minute. Over two thirds of
the total population living with HIV/AIDS reside in sub-Saharan
Africa, where high levels of denial, fear and stigmatization have
excluded those living with the disease from participating in the
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political and social efforts to stop its spread. Two factors have
contributed to this tragic state of affairs. First, the dearth of
appropriate mechanisms to ensure that the experiences and
capacities of people living with HIV/AIDS are expressed, valued
or recognized has limited their opportunities to participate.
Second, even where opportunities exist, people living with
HIV/AIDS often lack the skills and socio-economic stability to
engage institutions and the Government in policy dialogues. The
joint UNAIDS/UNV Greater Involvement of People Living with or
Affected by HIV/AIDS (GIPA) programme attempts to address
these problems. Like other initiatives that rely on volunteer
contributions, the GIPA programme works to ensure that the
experiences of its participants reach the widest possible audience
by strengthening communities’ networks for strategic planning
and programme management. In Malawi, UNAIDS has sponsored
Hetherwich Chisendera, an HIV-positive national UN Volunteer,
to share his experiences with patients and their companions in
Lilongwe Central Hospital. As an active member of the HIV-
positive community, Hetherwich puts a human face on the
hospital's HIV/AIDS programme. This has led to a steady increase
in the number of people entering the hospital's counselling
service. In return for his time, Hetherwich has become a leader in
the HIV/AIDS community and an important resource on health
policy for the Government of Malawi.

The economic vulnerability of people living with HIV/AIDS has
often kept them from participating fully in their own care, spurring
UNAIDS to place renewed importance on strengthening the
economic foundations of HIV/AIDS-related organizations.

In Zambia, another HIV-positive national UN Volunteer, Martin
Chisulo, has worked to stabilize the economic foundations of

the Copperbelt Health Education Project (CHEP), a support
organization for those living with HIV/AIDS. With Martin's help,
CHEP has acquired the title to a building that has been renovated
with support from the Roman Catholic Church. The organization
has also gained tenure rights over a plot of land where members
are growing vegetables for consumption and income generation.
By helping to stabilize the economic situation of his fellow
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HIV/AIDS sufferers, Martin has tapped a new source of potential
advocates and volunteers, with the promise of greater participation
by Zambians living with HIV/AIDS in their country’s struggle
against the disease. A different type of advocate, former President
of Ghana Jerry Rawlings, was appointed as Eminent Person for
[YV 2001 to support the struggle against HIV/AIDS in Africa
through a campaign which has taken him to a number of African
countries to speak on the subject.

Volunteering and Environmental Protection

The steady degradation of the earth’s natural resources has led
the world’s youth to take up the cause of environmental protection
through advocacy, self-help, service and participation. The United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has played a key role
in supporting the global environmental campaigns of young
people, providing resources and guidance without stifling the
participants’ creative energies. To facilitate networking among
young volunteers, UNEP has sponsored youth-produced
environmental publications and workshops and has helped to
introduce young people’s voices into the environmental policy
debate. Pachamama is a magazine published by UNEP in
collaboration with UNESCO, UNICEF, Peace Child International,
and hundreds of young volunteers around the world. Among the
many issues that they tackle, the young writers showcase the
relationship between poverty and environmental degradation.

As young activist Ayub Osman of Kenya explains, “When poverty
overrides everything else, people forget about the environment
In areas where the poor have little or no access to public goods
or private income, the environment becomes their last resource in
the struggle to survive. It is a connection to which young people
are especially sensitive.

Volunteering for the environment also occurs through United
Nations-supported philanthropic/self-help activities. In the Gambia,
a group of boys collects spent batteries and moves them to safe
sites away from their community’s fragile agricultural land.

“We realized that batteries were being dumped all over;
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said one boy. “Young people are not aware of the health dangers
they bring. We are extending this new project to many schools
and eventually the whole area”” Using their school as a staging
ground, the boys have rallied other schools to set up similar
schemes, initiating a movement that may have a real impact on their
futures. The role of the school is particularly important to young
volunteers. As the centre of their educational and public lives, it is
the natural forum for volunteer-based efforts. The implementation
of organized school activities in which young people have real and
lasting opportunities to give time to their communities has proven
to be effective in creating both a new generation of dedicated
volunteers and responsible members of society. Other examples
of direct environmental action on the part of young people abound.
In Peru, a youth organization named Grupo Sawite found their
beach becoming a resting place for garbage and waste. Starting
in 2001, Grupo volunteers began to organize teams to clean the
beaches and educate members of their community about the
effects of pollution on marine life and human health. Aided by
their parents, teachers and local UNEP workers, youths were
able to give their time for the good of their community with the
understanding that the future is not something that will happen to
someone else; the future is theirs, making its protection a matter
of necessity.
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Final Remarks

This paper has provided an overview of expressions of volunteering
in the many programmes and projects of the United Nations
system. Its important to recognize, however, that UN staff and
other individuals closely associated with the UN system directly
support the activities of the organization in a variety of ways.

Stories of staff members going above and beyond the call of duty
are common both in the field and at headquarters. Staff members
take a justifiable pride in their ability to contribute to their host
communities by teaching children, caring for the sick and training
local workers. Associations of retired United Nations staff
members exist in various parts of the system and many of their
members carry out voluntary work.

In the Secretariat buildings of many United Nations system
organizations volunteers provide staff members with information
on tours, housing, travel and cultural opportunities in the host city.
Often, in the summer, they are supplemented by international
university students. Interns are a particularly significant volunteer
resource for the United Nations system, playing much appreciated
roles for their host agencies: undertaking research, drafting
reports and working with the media.

National delegations to the United Nations also undertake
volunteer action, as in the case of The Ambassador’'s Club, which
works with young entrepreneurs and university students. The Club
is a venue for discussion and debate between Heads of Permanent
Missions of Member States to the United Nations and young
executives and academics. Celebrities appointed as Honorary
Ambassadors by the United Nations and its sister organizations
find volunteer time in their busy schedules to undertake advocacy
work around the world.

In addition, the United Nations provides space for the participation
of groups that are not usually targeted by its programmes.
UNICEF has successfully integrated volunteers from industrialized
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countries into its fundraising and advocacy programmes with
close to $380 million being raised through UNICEF volunteer-
based National Committees in 2000 — around a third of the
Fund's total budget. The Committees have also played a key role
in widely disseminating information on children’s rights through
school presentations and community events. Their focus on the
recruitment of young volunteers is a particularly good investment
because volunteering in one’s youth is a strong predictor of
volunteering later in life, giving UNICEF a self-sustaining base of
public support. UNV is working to establish a network of volunteers
and volunteer-based organizations whose resources can be drawn
upon by the United Nations system in pursuit of common goals.
By October 2001, the IYV web site had connected over 18,000
groups, ranging in scope from individuals to the 105 million
members of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies. This network can provide the United Nations
system with an extraordinary resource for popular mobilization
and international advocacy of the goals of the organization.

Through efforts such as the Global Compact, the United Nations
system is building relationships with the private sector which also
provide opportunities for voluntary action. For example, OCHA
and UNV have, with Ericsson, agreed to the use of Ericsson
Response Volunteers in the provision of telecommunications
equipment and services for United Nations humanitarian operations.
An extension of this partnership programme to all branches of the
private sector, including trade unions, small- and medium-scale
businesses and workers’ associations, could increase the
resources available to the United Nations for its work in the areas
of governance, development and peace-building, benefiting all the
peoples of the world.

The International Year of Volunteers 2001 has provided a valuable
framework for highlighting the many facets of volunteering around
the world. As the Millennium Report states: “We have many
success stories to tell and positive trends to report” There is no
question that volunteering figures among one of these successes
and this fact needs to be recognized and taken into account in
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strategies and policies of Governments and the United Nations
system. The General Assembly has accepted this notion and
called for discussions at its fifty-sixth session on 5 December
2001 on how volunteering can be promoted. Again, in the words
of the Millennium Report, “No shift in the way we think or act can
be more critical than this: we must put people at the centre of
everything we do!" As the Secretary-General has pointed out:

“Volunteering is indeed the ultimate expression of what the
United Nations is all about.
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