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This UN General Assembly resolution ( (A/RES/52/17), adopted 20 November 1997, declaring 2001
the International Year of Volunteers designated the United Nations Volunteers (UNV) programme, the
volunteer arm of the UN, as the focal point. The objectives of the Year are increased promotion,
recognition, facilitation and networking of voluntary action worldwide. The resolution was co-
sponsored by 123 countries.
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