08 October 2017

Paris, France

UN Volunteers received certificates of participation, handed out by Nada Al-Nashif, Assistant Director-General, Social and Human
Sciences Sector, UNESCO (right), and Fahad bin Sultan Alsultan Deputy of the King Abdulaziz Center for National Dialogue (centre). The
UN Volunteers are Ghazoua Ouerghi Saada (far left), former national UN Youth Development Specialist with the Arab Volunteering for a
Better Future (AYVBF) project in Tunisia, Kymberly Bays (second from left), UN Volunteer Communications Officer with UNDP in South
Sudan, and Sarah Al-Ghazou (second from right), former national UN Youth Development Specialist with AYVBF in Jordan, and currently a
Youth Peer Network Coordinator in the United Nations Fund for Population Country Office. (UNESCO, 2017)

2nd International Conference on Youth Volunteering
and Dialogue: Preventing Violent Extremism and
Strengthening Social Inclusion
The Second International Conference on Youth Volunteering and Dialogue:
Preventing Violent Extremism and Strengthening Social Inclusion, was convened
by the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
and the King Abdel Aziz Centre for National Dialogue from 25 to 27 September
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in Paris.
This conference, the second of its series, highlighted the power of youth volunteering to
address violent extremism and promote social inclusion. The conference offered a platform
for youth volunteers to connect with and influence the broader global agenda on peace
and development and foster greater international collaboration among youth volunteers.
From the experiences of UN Volunteers, we have learned valuable lessons: where
institutions of governance are weak or fragile, volunteering provides a platform for people
to actively engage and strengthen civic trust and the social contract between communities
and the state,” said UNV Executive Coordinator Olivier Adam.

“Youth volunteerism is underutilized in efforts to prevent violent
extremism and counter social exclusion,” Mr Adam continued. “Young
people are hindered due to the lack of adequate mechanisms for
their participation, and lack of opportunities for them to engage with
decision-making bodies.”
More than a hundred youth volunteers from around the world participated in the
conference, representing the UNESCO Global Citizenship Youth Network in the Arab
States, the Scouts Movement and the United Nations Volunteers (UNV) programme.
Addressing the conference participants, UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova called to
action: “We need young women and men like you to stand up for a single humanity, against
those who distort history, culture and religions, driven by hatred and intolerance. […] In a
world where ignorance of the other is on the rise, we must innovate for peace and find new
ways to foster a culture of peace and dialogue, starting with young researchers and young
volunteers.”
Ghazoua Ouerghi Saada (Tunisia), former UN Youth Volunteer with the Arab Youth
Volunteering for a Better Future programme, was one of eight UN Volunteers who attended
the conference to share their experience at field level. She also participated in the first
international conference on youth volunteering and dialogue in 2013. Ghazoua shared, "The
conference gathered volunteers with different backgrounds from several countries. It
provided us with the opportunity to learn from each other and acquire new tools to enhance
our work with youth. I really liked the techniques workshops where we learned about
Drama Therapy, Human Library and Sports against Violence."
"As a UN Volunteer, I was inspired by the experience of the ‘Ana Taaban' association of
South Sudan in fighting violence and adopting innovative ideas to raise awareness about
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the country's urgent issues. I was also proud to hear about the new reforms at UNV
announced by UNV Executive Coordinator Mr Olivier Adam; I believe there is so much UNV
and UN Volunteers can achieve, and this is a strong move to make us more effective and
efficient at field level, where volunteers propel development forward,” she added.
Aiming to foster the vital values of solidarity, empathy, critical thinking, social engagement
and meaningful civic participation, the conference focused on four thematic areas: youth
volunteers spearheading inclusion of refugees, the importance of intercultural education,
youth engagement with cultural heritage and the arts, as well as the role of the media and
social media in constructing positive dialogue.
Lorenzo Rovelli (Switzerland), a UN Youth Volunteer with the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) in Haiti attested to the value volunteering delivers in constructing positive
dialogue, sharing, “I contribute to empowering adolescent boys and girls in Haiti by
providing them with the necessary skills, attitudes and knowledge to become leaders in
their communities and ultimately positive agents of change.”
In his speech, Mr Adam also quoted Lillian Amondi Bondi (Kenya), a UN Volunteer Civil
Affairs Officer who had served in South Sudan during a critical time, who said: “Social
exclusion from political and economic participation due to ethnicity has tragic
consequences in South Sudan. It enflames conflict, promotes violent confrontations and can
result in loss of human life. In the spirit of volunteerism and the belief that all human beings
are equal and have inalienable rights to respect and dignity, my team cooperates with
partners to create conditions where people can use dialogue to resolve conflict.”
The conference participants engaged in dialogue on social entrepreneurship and civic
engagement, and participated in organized workshops related to the thematic areas. In
addition, they also participated techniques workshop on the Human Library, Drama Therapy
and Sports against Violence, featured by experts in the field. The conference closed with
youth participants presenting their commitments and future initiatives to prevent violent
extremism and strengthen social inclusion in their communities and beyond.

• UNESCO • youth • terrorism
Sustainable Development Goal: SDG 10: Reduced inequalities

General
enquires

Email: unv.media@unv.org
Tel: +49-228-815 2000
Fax: +49-228-815 2001

Partnership
enquires

Email: partnershipsupport@unv.org
Tel: +49-228-815 2000
Fax: +49-228-815 2001

3

