
COUNTRIES NATIONAL INTERNATIONAL SENT INTERNATIONAL RECEIVED

Afghanistan 110 12 115
Albania 1 3 4
Algeria 6 8 1
Angola 9 3 14
Antigua and Barbuda 1
Argentina 3 17 1
Armenia 3 2 2
Australia 44
Austria 10 25
Azerbaijan 6 2 5
Bahrain 2
Bangladesh 211 24 33
Barbados 3 5
Belarus 1 4 1
Belgium 32 2
Belize 1
Benin 78 40 4
Bhutan 4 18
Bolivia (Plurinational State of) 67 6 16
Bosnia and Herzegovina 31 12 12
Botswana 1 1 1
Brazil 246 55 2
Bulgaria 8
Burkina Faso 68 50 24
Burundi 35 63 37
Cabo Verde 8 1 2
Cambodia 16 1 25
Cameroon 122 159 20
Canada 70
Central African Republic 69 13 302
Chad 27 49 48
Chile 7 4
China 52 33 2
China, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 4
Colombia 190 38 160
Comoros 20 2 2
Congo 8 7 37
Costa Rica 2 6 4
Côte d’Ivoire 77 135 17
Croatia 8
Cuba 2
Czech Republic 25
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 1
Democratic Republic of the Congo 59 96 573
Denmark 3 3
Djibouti 4 1 13
Dominican Republic 3 7 1
Ecuador 49 19 20
Egypt 64 18 32
El Salvador 6 4 6
Equatorial Guinea 2
Eritrea 13 5
Eswatini 1 2
Ethiopia 18 70 62
Fiji 16 9 18
Finland 38
France 209 2
Gabon 2 3 5
Gambia 10 11 13
Georgia 1 5 4
Germany 46 12
Ghana 5 61 8
Greece 12 4

COUNTRIES NATIONAL INTERNATIONAL SENT INTERNATIONAL RECEIVED

Grenada 1
Guatemala 61 11 24
Guinea 41 20 19
Guinea-Bissau 18 2 26
Guyana 2 1 6
Haiti 22 52 28
Honduras 25 1 20
Hungary 6 2
Iceland 1
India 134 95 2
Indonesia 34 19 25
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 5 4 1
Iraq 33 71
Ireland 32
Israel 3
Italy 122 10
Jamaica 6 3 3
Japan 112 3
Jordan 48 10 65
Kazakhstan 27 5 8
Kenya 175 173 93
Kiribati 1
Kosovo (UNSC 1244) 52 10 41
Kyrgyzstan 4 14 9
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 1 1 34
Latvia 3
Lebanon 100 11 14
Lesotho 4 5
Liberia 35 79 32
Libya 15
Lithuania 4
Luxembourg 8
Madagascar 24 8 20
Malawi 18 23 22
Malaysia 1 5 3
Mali 33 24 251
Marshall Islands 1
Mauritania 34 4 18
Mauritius 3
Mexico 6 23 14
Micronesia (Federated States of) 2
Mongolia 2 9
Montenegro 4
Morocco 25 6 8
Mozambique 34 1 23
Myanmar 7 4 32
Namibia 6 2 4
Nauru 1
Nepal 42 82 15
Netherlands 18 3
New Zealand 4
Nicaragua 1 2
Niger 109 34 27
Nigeria 39 59 22
North Macedonia 1
Norway 24
Pakistan 65 73 5
Panama 7 1 31
Papua New Guinea 17 2 15
Paraguay 2 1
Peru 104 15 9
Philippines 5 30 8
Poland 3

COUNTRIES NATIONAL INTERNATIONAL SENT INTERNATIONAL RECEIVED

Portugal 26
Republic of Korea 190
Republic of Moldova 2 4
Romania 13
Russian Federation 3 47
Rwanda 18 97 45
Saint Lucia 2
Samoa 1 8
Sao Tome and Principe 2 1
Saudi Arabia 7
Senegal 40 31 69
Serbia 35 11 8
Seychelles 1
Sierra Leone 4 37 19
Singapore 3 1
Slovakia 4
Slovenia 2
Solomon Islands 2 8
Somalia 5 7 103
South Africa 6 17 10
South Sudan 71 18 610
Spain 91 3
Sri Lanka 98 28 20
State of Palestine 43 3 26
Sudan 80 51 174
Suriname 1 2
Sweden 99 1
Switzerland 62 6
Syrian Arab Republic 20 8
Tajikistan 3 8 3
Thailand 8 9 47
Timor-Leste 15 5 26
Togo 10 24 12
Trinidad and Tobago 4 1 6
Tunisia 23 14 19
Turkey 57 7 34
Turkmenistan 1
Tuvalu 1
Uganda 51 178 46
Ukraine 45 16 11
United Arab Emirates 1
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 54
United Republic of Tanzania 40 21 29
United States of America 85 24
Uruguay 4 4
Uzbekistan 11 6 9
Vanuatu 4
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) 58 12 3
Viet Nam  12  3  16 
Western Sahara 19 19
Yemen  25  20  3 
Zambia  75  22  28 
Zimbabwe  42  57  12 
GRAND TOTAL  4,050  4,272  4,272 

UN Volunteer statistics by country in 2019 

National: UN Volunteers serving within the country or territory. For example, during 2019 there were 110 Afghan national UN Volunteers 
engaged within Afghanistan.

Sent: UN Volunteers of the country serving abroad as international UN Volunteers. For example, during 2019 there were 12 Afghan 
nationals on UNV assignments in other countries and territories.

Received: UN Volunteers of other nationalities serving in the country or territory. For example, during 2019 there were 115 UN Volunteers 
engaged within Afghanistan. Note: one UN Volunteer can serve in multiple countries.

www.unv.org

National UN Volunteer emergency nurses Yahya Ali 
(left) and Asrar Taher (right) are deployed by UNDP 

to serve at a World Food Programme/United 
Nations clinic in Ibb, Yemen. (UNV, 2019)
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Statistical and 
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As I write, we are months into the global COVID-19 response. 
This unprecedented challenge has rallied volunteer action 
throughout the world. Now it is more evident than ever that 
volunteering is essential to the future of people and the planet. 
This timely reminder comes as the United Nations Secretary-
General launches the Decade of Action to deliver on the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030.

The United Nations Volunteers (UNV) programme continues to 
expand its support to the United Nations system through both 
advocating for volunteers worldwide and creating opportunities 
for qualified global citizens to contribute to United Nations 
efforts to achieve peace and development.

We are proud of our 8,282 UN Volunteers who served in 54 
United Nations missions, agencies, funds and programmes 
across the globe in 2019 – the highest number of volunteers 
deployed in the history of the organization. Each of them 
contributed to the achievement of the SDGs with their 
exceptional expertise and commitment. In addition, in the 
context of ongoing global digital transformation, UNV matched 
13,186 global citizens to online volunteer assignments.

Making our own contribution to United Nations reform, in 
2019 we reached gender parity for the first time among our 
serving UN Volunteers, 51 percent being women. We recognize 
that global averages often conceal regional disparities and are 

pursuing our target to achieve gender parity in all countries 
where UN Volunteers serve.

UNV continued to champion South-South and triangular 
cooperation. In 2019, 67 percent of international UN Volunteers 
were from the Global South while 3,917 national UN Volunteers 
served with United Nations partners in their country of origin, 
bringing critical local knowledge and cultural understanding to 
their assignments. 

Furthermore, the creation of two new categories of UN 
Volunteers, refugee and community, expanded our options for 
drawing local talent into the United Nations while at the same 
time empowering target populations.

UNV’s achievements this year, which you will read about in the 
Report that follows, would not have been possible without strong 
partnerships. I thank all our partners for their continued trust and 
collaboration with UN Volunteers.

Olivier Adam, Executive Coordinator
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Furthermore, the creation of two new categories of UN 
Volunteers, refugee and community, expanded our options for 
drawing local talent into the United Nations while at the same 
time empowering target populations.

UNV’s achievements this year, which you will read about in the 
Report that follows, would not have been possible without strong 
partnerships. I thank all our partners for their continued trust and 
collaboration with UN Volunteers.

Olivier Adam, Executive Coordinator
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UNV Executive Coordinator, Olivier Adam, with the participants of the All-Russia Youth Educational Summer Forum, ‘Terra Scientia Forum’, in 
Vladimirskaya oblast, Russia. (UNV, 2018)



Contributions to UNV

SPECIAL 
VOLUNTARY  

FUND

OTHER RESOURCES  
(FULL FUNDING, 

TRUST FUND, COST-
SHARING)

TOTAL

 FUTURE DUE AS 
PER CONTRIBUTION 

AGREEMENTS 
SIGNED 

PARTNER COUNTRIES

Republic of Korea 4,002 4,002

Germany 2,003 1,782 3,784 995

Sweden 958 2,251 3,209 1,209

Switzerland 803 995 1,798

France 200 1,289 1,489

Finland 1,408 1,408

Japan 1,360 1,360

Australia 1,039 1,039

Russian Federation 1,000 1,000 2,000

Ireland 55 935 990

Czech Republic 13 462 475

Norway 250 250 750

China 30 104 134 610

Thailand 42 42

India 20 20

Bangladesh 2 2

Kazakhstan 2 2 741

   SUB-TOTAL PARTNER COUNTRIES 4,127 16,876 21,003 6,304

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS

Economic Community of West African States 497 497

Agency for Volunteer Service, China (Hong Kong SAR) 370 370 1,805

International Seabed Authority 92 92

Kwansei Gakuin University, Japan 83 83 166

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 59 59

King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi, Thailand 40 40 303

International Labour Organization (ILO) 6 6

   SUB-TOTAL OTHER CONTRIBUTORS 1,146 1,146 2,274

GRAND TOTAL 4,127 18,022 22,149 8,578

Contributions from partners (Thousands of US$) 

 

 UNITED NATIONS ENTITIES  TOTAL 

UNDFS/DPKO/DPA United Nations Department of Field Support/Department of Peacekeeping Operations/Department of Political Affairs  86,727 

UNDP United Nations Development Programme  38,870 

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees  23,289 

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund  9,226 

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund  5,510 

UN Women United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women  3,818 

WFP World Food Programme  2,874 

WHO World Health Organization  2,739 

UNOV United Nations Office at Vienna  2,379 

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  2,343 

OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs  2,216 

OHCHR Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights  1,885 

United Nations Secretariat  1,088 

UNOPS United Nations Office for Project Services  971 

UN-Habitat United Nations Human Settlements Programme  893 

UNCDF United Nations Capital Development Fund  700 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization  631 

IOM International Organization for Migration  539 

UNOG United Nations Office at Geneva  222 

IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  196 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  176 

UNAIDS Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS  174 

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development  164 

ECA United Nations Economic Commission for Africa  112 

Other  347 

TOTAL  188,090 

Financial volume by United Nations entity (Thousands of US$)

UNV financial volume

Total financial volume – all sources of funds (Thousands of US$)

Financial volume by source of fundFinancial volume by region

UNV INSTITUTIONAL  
RESOURCES

OTHER UNV RESOURCES*
RESOURCES FROM 
UNITED NATIONS 

ENTITIES
TOTAL

TOTAL FINANCIAL VOLUME  9,535  23,715  188,090  221,340 

*Special Voluntary Fund, Cost-Sharing, Trust Funds and Full Funding of UNV assignments.
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UNV is as strong as its partnerships. UN Volunteers deliver for our United Nations partners on sustainable development – from 
eliminating poverty, empowering women and youth, and playing critical roles in peacekeeping missions and humanitarian 
response to advocating for climate change mitigation and the rights of marginalized people.

Below are the 2019 statistics on UN Volunteers hosted per top 25 United Nations partners.
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UN 
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WFP

UN 
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FAO
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UNRWA
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IFAD

UNDRR

World Bank
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UN 
Volunteers 155 60% 40%
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WHO

UN Environment
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UN Volunteers statistics

Number of individual UN Volunteers 8,282

Countries of assignment 154

Countries of origin 162

Origin of UN Volunteers 
Countries of the Global South 6,708 81%

Countries of the Global North 1,574 19%

Sex
Women   4,232 51%

Men   4,050 49%

Type of assignment 
International UN Volunteers 4,272 52%

National UN Volunteers 4,050 48%

UN Volunteers by regionUN Volunteers
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Number of individual Online Volunteers 13,186

Origin of Online Volunteers

Sex
Women   7,648 58%

Men   5,538 42%

Cost-sharing

Full funding

Special Voluntary Fund

Trust Fund
Contributions by fund type 2006–2019 (Millions of US$)
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UN 
Volunteers 272 75% 25%

UN Women

UN 
Volunteers 56 50% 50%

UN-Habitat

UN 
Volunteers 2,055 38% 62%

UN Missions

UN 
Volunteers 377 60% 40%

UNFPA

UN 
Volunteers 641 65% 35%

UNICEF

UN 
Volunteers 104 67% 33%

OHCHR

UN 
Volunteers 25 76% 24%

UNESCO

UN Volunteers serving under UN entities

UN 
Volunteers 90 61% 39%

UNOCHA

In addition to the above, UNV received the amount of US$ 691k for the modernization of the United Nations Bonn premises from the 
Government of Germany in 2019. As Premises Manager, UNV administers these funds in line with UNDP Financial Regulations and  
Rules (FRRs).

UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction

Summary: Key brand messages
To summarize, here are four key messages to 
remember whenever we tell our story:
 – IFAD is an international financial institution 

with a human face. We have a head for 
business and a warm heart for people. When we 
talk about investing in rural people, this is what 
we mean to convey. 

 – IFAD invests in results for rural people. 
By working with them on participatory 
projects that unlock the economic potential of 
smallholder farmers and other rural people – 
including the poorest and most marginalized 
– we are building individual livelihoods and 
stronger communities. 

 – IFAD is unique. We are the only specialized 
UN agency and IFI operating exclusively in a 
rural context. We empower rural people to 
transform their lives, overcome poverty, build 
resilience and sustainably manage natural 
resources. Nobody else in the development 
sector fills that particular set of needs.

 – IFAD is positive, hopeful and trusted. These 
are qualities that define us as an institution.  
By supporting livelihood opportunities  
that empower people in rural, often remote  
areas where the need is greatest, we promote 
the aspirations, dignity and value of every 
human life.

We know IFAD is already well respected by 
our partners and peers. By playing our part in 
sharpening the brand, each of us can build on the 
goodwill and achievements that IFAD has generated 
over the years. At the same time, we are positioning 
ourselves to make even greater progress in the 
years ahead.

Visual identity policy: IFAD’s logo
The power of a strong visual identity can only be 
realized through consistent application over time, so 
IFAD policy requires that the official logotype
is the only sanctioned symbol for use across the 
organization. No other symbols or marks may be 
used in conjunction with the official IFAD visual 
identity or in place of it.

The IFAD logo, or symbol, is the core element of our 
visual identity. It should be seen on every product 
that comes out of IFAD, from letterheads  
to job advertisements to reports to merchandise  
to the website.

The logo, used since the organization’s founding, 
is a pictogram aimed at projecting the image 
of international cooperation for agricultural 
development. It comprises a stylized ear of grain 
supported by three stalks. The stalks represent 
IFAD’s three founders (Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development [OECD], 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
[OPEC] and developing countries), which contribute 
symbolically to the growth of the grain.

Enabling poor rural people
to overcome poverty

IFAD’s brand and visual identity
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UN Volunteers during a visit to a field unit in Burundi to monitor health and well-being. (UNV, 2019)

Education for all  

In the Arab States, there were 125 UN 
Volunteers in Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, the State of 
Palestine, Sudan, Syria and Tunisia 
deployed to the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF). In Lebanon and the State 
of Palestine, UN Volunteers designed 
educational materials for parents on child 
development and organized cultural 
exchanges with universities abroad for 
students.

The “Street to School” campaign in 
Nigeria, supported by UN Volunteers 
serving with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), 
reached over 5000 people. The UN 
Volunteers distributed much-needed 
school supplies to 500 children who were 
significantly below the poverty line.

In Cambodia, UN Volunteers, in 
collaboration with the government youth 
agency, trained 1,781 local young people in 
entrepreneurship to put them in charge 
of their own career development.

In Colombia, UN Volunteers contributed 
valued enthusiasm and dedication to 
UNICEF’s local activities in education, 
social inclusion and public policy for  
child protection.

Gender parity

In 2019, 51 per cent of serving UN 
Volunteers worldwide were women. 
Thanks to focused outreach to women 
candidates, there was a 156 per cent 
increase in female applications to the 
UNV Global Talent Pool.

In Latin America and the Caribbean,  
63 per cent of national UN Volunteers 
were women. Women leaders from 
indigenous communities served as UN 
Volunteers in Bolivia, Ecuador, Guatemala 
and Peru. In Brazil, UN Volunteers in 
West and Central Africa implemented a 
widely circulated social media campaign, 
#BalanceForBetter, which improved 
awareness on the need for gender equality.

The United Nations Assistance Mission 
in Afghanistan (UNAMA) and UNV 
collaborated to address gender barriers 
to employment by appointing 30 Afghan 
women as national UN Youth Volunteers 
for the first time in UNAMA’s history. UN 
Volunteers with UNDP used social media 
platforms to agitate for country-wide 
change in attitudes to gender roles.

UN Volunteers trained 11,429 women, 
including 537 refugee women, as part of the 
“My Sister” project in Turkey. The training 
focused on economic decision-making, 
financial awareness and entrepreneurship.

The first-ever assignments for national UN 
Volunteers in Saudi Arabia, the majority 
women and all youth, were hosted by 
UNDP in the areas of operations and 
communications.

In Bangladesh, UN Volunteers serving 
with the United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) provided their professional 
expertise and commitment to work on 
girls’ education, gender equality, reducing 
gender-based violence and improving 
reproductive health.

In 2019, 272 UN Volunteers served with the 
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality 
and the Empowerment of Women  
(UN Women), 18 percent more than in 2018. 
Of these, 75 per cent of assignments were 
aimed at increasing women’s voices in 

Volunteering for people

UN Volunteers tackle 
social disparities in 
communities worldwide. 
With unfailing 
commitment, UN 
Volunteers are at the front 
line with United Nations 
partners to address 
poverty and hunger, 
provide basic services for 
all and promote gender 
equality.



Contributions to UNV

SPECIAL 
VOLUNTARY  

FUND

OTHER RESOURCES  
(FULL FUNDING, 

TRUST FUND, COST-
SHARING)

TOTAL

 FUTURE DUE AS 
PER CONTRIBUTION 

AGREEMENTS 
SIGNED 

PARTNER COUNTRIES

Republic of Korea 4,002 4,002

Germany 2,003 1,782 3,784 995

Sweden 958 2,251 3,209 1,209

Switzerland 803 995 1,798

France 200 1,289 1,489

Finland 1,408 1,408

Japan 1,360 1,360

Australia 1,039 1,039

Russian Federation 1,000 1,000 2,000

Ireland 55 935 990

Czech Republic 13 462 475

Norway 250 250 750

China 30 104 134 610

Thailand 42 42

India 20 20

Bangladesh 2 2

Kazakhstan 2 2 741

   SUB-TOTAL PARTNER COUNTRIES 4,127 16,876 21,003 6,304

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS

Economic Community of West African States 497 497

Agency for Volunteer Service, China (Hong Kong SAR) 370 370 1,805

International Seabed Authority 92 92

Kwansei Gakuin University, Japan 83 83 166

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 59 59

King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi, Thailand 40 40 303

International Labour Organization (ILO) 6 6

   SUB-TOTAL OTHER CONTRIBUTORS 1,146 1,146 2,274

GRAND TOTAL 4,127 18,022 22,149 8,578

Contributions from partners (Thousands of US$) 

 

 UNITED NATIONS ENTITIES  TOTAL 

UNDFS/DPKO/DPA United Nations Department of Field Support/Department of Peacekeeping Operations/Department of Political Affairs  86,727 

UNDP United Nations Development Programme  38,870 

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees  23,289 

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund  9,226 

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund  5,510 

UN Women United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women  3,818 

WFP World Food Programme  2,874 

WHO World Health Organization  2,739 

UNOV United Nations Office at Vienna  2,379 

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  2,343 

OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs  2,216 

OHCHR Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights  1,885 

United Nations Secretariat  1,088 

UNOPS United Nations Office for Project Services  971 

UN-Habitat United Nations Human Settlements Programme  893 

UNCDF United Nations Capital Development Fund  700 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization  631 

IOM International Organization for Migration  539 

UNOG United Nations Office at Geneva  222 

IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  196 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  176 

UNAIDS Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS  174 

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development  164 

ECA United Nations Economic Commission for Africa  112 

Other  347 

TOTAL  188,090 

Financial volume by United Nations entity (Thousands of US$)

UNV financial volume

Total financial volume – all sources of funds (Thousands of US$)

Financial volume by source of fundFinancial volume by region

UNV INSTITUTIONAL  
RESOURCES

OTHER UNV RESOURCES*
RESOURCES FROM 
UNITED NATIONS 

ENTITIES
TOTAL

TOTAL FINANCIAL VOLUME  9,535  23,715  188,090  221,340 

*Special Voluntary Fund, Cost-Sharing, Trust Funds and Full Funding of UNV assignments.
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UNV is as strong as its partnerships. UN Volunteers deliver for our United Nations partners on sustainable development – from 
eliminating poverty, empowering women and youth, and playing critical roles in peacekeeping missions and humanitarian 
response to advocating for climate change mitigation and the rights of marginalized people.

Below are the 2019 statistics on UN Volunteers hosted per top 25 United Nations partners.
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UN Volunteers statistics

Number of individual UN Volunteers 8,282

Countries of assignment 154

Countries of origin 162

Origin of UN Volunteers 
Countries of the Global South 6,708 81%

Countries of the Global North 1,574 19%

Sex
Women   4,232 51%

Men   4,050 49%

Type of assignment 
International UN Volunteers 4,272 52%

National UN Volunteers 4,050 48%
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Number of individual Online Volunteers 13,186

Origin of Online Volunteers

Sex
Women   7,648 58%

Men   5,538 42%

Cost-sharing

Full funding
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UN 
Volunteers 272 75% 25%

UN Women

UN 
Volunteers 56 50% 50%

UN-Habitat

UN 
Volunteers 2,055 38% 62%

UN Missions

UN 
Volunteers 377 60% 40%

UNFPA

UN 
Volunteers 641 65% 35%

UNICEF

UN 
Volunteers 104 67% 33%

OHCHR

UN 
Volunteers 25 76% 24%

UNESCO

UN Volunteers serving under UN entities

UN 
Volunteers 90 61% 39%

UNOCHA

In addition to the above, UNV received the amount of US$ 691k for the modernization of the United Nations Bonn premises from the 
Government of Germany in 2019. As Premises Manager, UNV administers these funds in line with UNDP Financial Regulations and  
Rules (FRRs).

UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction

Summary: Key brand messages
To summarize, here are four key messages to 
remember whenever we tell our story:
 – IFAD is an international financial institution 

with a human face. We have a head for 
business and a warm heart for people. When we 
talk about investing in rural people, this is what 
we mean to convey. 

 – IFAD invests in results for rural people. 
By working with them on participatory 
projects that unlock the economic potential of 
smallholder farmers and other rural people – 
including the poorest and most marginalized 
– we are building individual livelihoods and 
stronger communities. 

 – IFAD is unique. We are the only specialized 
UN agency and IFI operating exclusively in a 
rural context. We empower rural people to 
transform their lives, overcome poverty, build 
resilience and sustainably manage natural 
resources. Nobody else in the development 
sector fills that particular set of needs.

 – IFAD is positive, hopeful and trusted. These 
are qualities that define us as an institution.  
By supporting livelihood opportunities  
that empower people in rural, often remote  
areas where the need is greatest, we promote 
the aspirations, dignity and value of every 
human life.

We know IFAD is already well respected by 
our partners and peers. By playing our part in 
sharpening the brand, each of us can build on the 
goodwill and achievements that IFAD has generated 
over the years. At the same time, we are positioning 
ourselves to make even greater progress in the 
years ahead.

Visual identity policy: IFAD’s logo
The power of a strong visual identity can only be 
realized through consistent application over time, so 
IFAD policy requires that the official logotype
is the only sanctioned symbol for use across the 
organization. No other symbols or marks may be 
used in conjunction with the official IFAD visual 
identity or in place of it.

The IFAD logo, or symbol, is the core element of our 
visual identity. It should be seen on every product 
that comes out of IFAD, from letterheads  
to job advertisements to reports to merchandise  
to the website.

The logo, used since the organization’s founding, 
is a pictogram aimed at projecting the image 
of international cooperation for agricultural 
development. It comprises a stylized ear of grain 
supported by three stalks. The stalks represent 
IFAD’s three founders (Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development [OECD], 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
[OPEC] and developing countries), which contribute 
symbolically to the growth of the grain.

Enabling poor rural people
to overcome poverty

IFAD’s brand and visual identity
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UN Volunteers during a visit to a field unit in Burundi to monitor health and well-being. (UNV, 2019)

Education for all  

In the Arab States, there were 125 UN 
Volunteers in Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, the State of 
Palestine, Sudan, Syria and Tunisia 
deployed to the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF). In Lebanon and the State 
of Palestine, UN Volunteers designed 
educational materials for parents on child 
development and organized cultural 
exchanges with universities abroad for 
students.

The “Street to School” campaign in 
Nigeria, supported by UN Volunteers 
serving with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), 
reached over 5000 people. The UN 
Volunteers distributed much-needed 
school supplies to 500 children who were 
significantly below the poverty line.

In Cambodia, UN Volunteers, in 
collaboration with the government youth 
agency, trained 1,781 local young people in 
entrepreneurship to put them in charge 
of their own career development.

In Colombia, UN Volunteers contributed 
valued enthusiasm and dedication to 
UNICEF’s local activities in education, 
social inclusion and public policy for  
child protection.

Gender parity

In 2019, 51 per cent of serving UN 
Volunteers worldwide were women. 
Thanks to focused outreach to women 
candidates, there was a 156 per cent 
increase in female applications to the 
UNV Global Talent Pool.

In Latin America and the Caribbean,  
63 per cent of national UN Volunteers 
were women. Women leaders from 
indigenous communities served as UN 
Volunteers in Bolivia, Ecuador, Guatemala 
and Peru. In Brazil, UN Volunteers in 
West and Central Africa implemented a 
widely circulated social media campaign, 
#BalanceForBetter, which improved 
awareness on the need for gender equality.

The United Nations Assistance Mission 
in Afghanistan (UNAMA) and UNV 
collaborated to address gender barriers 
to employment by appointing 30 Afghan 
women as national UN Youth Volunteers 
for the first time in UNAMA’s history. UN 
Volunteers with UNDP used social media 
platforms to agitate for country-wide 
change in attitudes to gender roles.

UN Volunteers trained 11,429 women, 
including 537 refugee women, as part of the 
“My Sister” project in Turkey. The training 
focused on economic decision-making, 
financial awareness and entrepreneurship.

The first-ever assignments for national UN 
Volunteers in Saudi Arabia, the majority 
women and all youth, were hosted by 
UNDP in the areas of operations and 
communications.

In Bangladesh, UN Volunteers serving 
with the United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) provided their professional 
expertise and commitment to work on 
girls’ education, gender equality, reducing 
gender-based violence and improving 
reproductive health.

In 2019, 272 UN Volunteers served with the 
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality 
and the Empowerment of Women  
(UN Women), 18 percent more than in 2018. 
Of these, 75 per cent of assignments were 
aimed at increasing women’s voices in 

Volunteering for people

UN Volunteers tackle 
social disparities in 
communities worldwide. 
With unfailing 
commitment, UN 
Volunteers are at the front 
line with United Nations 
partners to address 
poverty and hunger, 
provide basic services for 
all and promote gender 
equality.



Contributions to UNV

SPECIAL 
VOLUNTARY  

FUND

OTHER RESOURCES  
(FULL FUNDING, 

TRUST FUND, COST-
SHARING)

TOTAL

 FUTURE DUE AS 
PER CONTRIBUTION 

AGREEMENTS 
SIGNED 

PARTNER COUNTRIES

Republic of Korea 4,002 4,002

Germany 2,003 1,782 3,784 995

Sweden 958 2,251 3,209 1,209

Switzerland 803 995 1,798

France 200 1,289 1,489

Finland 1,408 1,408

Japan 1,360 1,360

Australia 1,039 1,039

Russian Federation 1,000 1,000 2,000

Ireland 55 935 990

Czech Republic 13 462 475

Norway 250 250 750

China 30 104 134 610

Thailand 42 42

India 20 20

Bangladesh 2 2

Kazakhstan 2 2 741

   SUB-TOTAL PARTNER COUNTRIES 4,127 16,876 21,003 6,304

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS

Economic Community of West African States 497 497

Agency for Volunteer Service, China (Hong Kong SAR) 370 370 1,805

International Seabed Authority 92 92

Kwansei Gakuin University, Japan 83 83 166

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 59 59

King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi, Thailand 40 40 303

International Labour Organization (ILO) 6 6

   SUB-TOTAL OTHER CONTRIBUTORS 1,146 1,146 2,274

GRAND TOTAL 4,127 18,022 22,149 8,578

Contributions from partners (Thousands of US$) 

 

 UNITED NATIONS ENTITIES  TOTAL 

UNDFS/DPKO/DPA United Nations Department of Field Support/Department of Peacekeeping Operations/Department of Political Affairs  86,727 

UNDP United Nations Development Programme  38,870 

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees  23,289 

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund  9,226 

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund  5,510 

UN Women United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women  3,818 

WFP World Food Programme  2,874 

WHO World Health Organization  2,739 

UNOV United Nations Office at Vienna  2,379 

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  2,343 

OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs  2,216 

OHCHR Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights  1,885 

United Nations Secretariat  1,088 

UNOPS United Nations Office for Project Services  971 

UN-Habitat United Nations Human Settlements Programme  893 

UNCDF United Nations Capital Development Fund  700 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization  631 

IOM International Organization for Migration  539 

UNOG United Nations Office at Geneva  222 

IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  196 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  176 

UNAIDS Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS  174 

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development  164 

ECA United Nations Economic Commission for Africa  112 

Other  347 

TOTAL  188,090 

Financial volume by United Nations entity (Thousands of US$)

UNV financial volume

Total financial volume – all sources of funds (Thousands of US$)

Financial volume by source of fundFinancial volume by region

UNV INSTITUTIONAL  
RESOURCES

OTHER UNV RESOURCES*
RESOURCES FROM 
UNITED NATIONS 

ENTITIES
TOTAL

TOTAL FINANCIAL VOLUME  9,535  23,715  188,090  221,340 

*Special Voluntary Fund, Cost-Sharing, Trust Funds and Full Funding of UNV assignments.
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UNV is as strong as its partnerships. UN Volunteers deliver for our United Nations partners on sustainable development – from 
eliminating poverty, empowering women and youth, and playing critical roles in peacekeeping missions and humanitarian 
response to advocating for climate change mitigation and the rights of marginalized people.

Below are the 2019 statistics on UN Volunteers hosted per top 25 United Nations partners.
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World Bank
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UN Volunteers statistics

Number of individual UN Volunteers 8,282

Countries of assignment 154

Countries of origin 162

Origin of UN Volunteers 
Countries of the Global South 6,708 81%

Countries of the Global North 1,574 19%

Sex
Women   4,232 51%

Men   4,050 49%

Type of assignment 
International UN Volunteers 4,272 52%

National UN Volunteers 4,050 48%
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Number of individual Online Volunteers 13,186

Origin of Online Volunteers

Sex
Women   7,648 58%

Men   5,538 42%

Cost-sharing

Full funding

Special Voluntary Fund

Trust Fund
Contributions by fund type 2006–2019 (Millions of US$)
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UN 
Volunteers 272 75% 25%

UN Women

UN 
Volunteers 56 50% 50%

UN-Habitat

UN 
Volunteers 2,055 38% 62%

UN Missions

UN 
Volunteers 377 60% 40%

UNFPA

UN 
Volunteers 641 65% 35%

UNICEF

UN 
Volunteers 104 67% 33%

OHCHR

UN 
Volunteers 25 76% 24%

UNESCO

UN Volunteers serving under UN entities

UN 
Volunteers 90 61% 39%

UNOCHA

In addition to the above, UNV received the amount of US$ 691k for the modernization of the United Nations Bonn premises from the 
Government of Germany in 2019. As Premises Manager, UNV administers these funds in line with UNDP Financial Regulations and  
Rules (FRRs).

UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction

Summary: Key brand messages
To summarize, here are four key messages to 
remember whenever we tell our story:
 – IFAD is an international financial institution 

with a human face. We have a head for 
business and a warm heart for people. When we 
talk about investing in rural people, this is what 
we mean to convey. 

 – IFAD invests in results for rural people. 
By working with them on participatory 
projects that unlock the economic potential of 
smallholder farmers and other rural people – 
including the poorest and most marginalized 
– we are building individual livelihoods and 
stronger communities. 

 – IFAD is unique. We are the only specialized 
UN agency and IFI operating exclusively in a 
rural context. We empower rural people to 
transform their lives, overcome poverty, build 
resilience and sustainably manage natural 
resources. Nobody else in the development 
sector fills that particular set of needs.

 – IFAD is positive, hopeful and trusted. These 
are qualities that define us as an institution.  
By supporting livelihood opportunities  
that empower people in rural, often remote  
areas where the need is greatest, we promote 
the aspirations, dignity and value of every 
human life.

We know IFAD is already well respected by 
our partners and peers. By playing our part in 
sharpening the brand, each of us can build on the 
goodwill and achievements that IFAD has generated 
over the years. At the same time, we are positioning 
ourselves to make even greater progress in the 
years ahead.

Visual identity policy: IFAD’s logo
The power of a strong visual identity can only be 
realized through consistent application over time, so 
IFAD policy requires that the official logotype
is the only sanctioned symbol for use across the 
organization. No other symbols or marks may be 
used in conjunction with the official IFAD visual 
identity or in place of it.

The IFAD logo, or symbol, is the core element of our 
visual identity. It should be seen on every product 
that comes out of IFAD, from letterheads  
to job advertisements to reports to merchandise  
to the website.

The logo, used since the organization’s founding, 
is a pictogram aimed at projecting the image 
of international cooperation for agricultural 
development. It comprises a stylized ear of grain 
supported by three stalks. The stalks represent 
IFAD’s three founders (Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development [OECD], 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
[OPEC] and developing countries), which contribute 
symbolically to the growth of the grain.

Enabling poor rural people
to overcome poverty

IFAD’s brand and visual identity
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UN Volunteers during a visit to a field unit in Burundi to monitor health and well-being. (UNV, 2019)

Education for all  

In the Arab States, there were 125 UN 
Volunteers in Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, the State of 
Palestine, Sudan, Syria and Tunisia 
deployed to the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF). In Lebanon and the State 
of Palestine, UN Volunteers designed 
educational materials for parents on child 
development and organized cultural 
exchanges with universities abroad for 
students.

The “Street to School” campaign in 
Nigeria, supported by UN Volunteers 
serving with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), 
reached over 5000 people. The UN 
Volunteers distributed much-needed 
school supplies to 500 children who were 
significantly below the poverty line.

In Cambodia, UN Volunteers, in 
collaboration with the government youth 
agency, trained 1,781 local young people in 
entrepreneurship to put them in charge 
of their own career development.

In Colombia, UN Volunteers contributed 
valued enthusiasm and dedication to 
UNICEF’s local activities in education, 
social inclusion and public policy for  
child protection.

Gender parity

In 2019, 51 per cent of serving UN 
Volunteers worldwide were women. 
Thanks to focused outreach to women 
candidates, there was a 156 per cent 
increase in female applications to the 
UNV Global Talent Pool.

In Latin America and the Caribbean,  
63 per cent of national UN Volunteers 
were women. Women leaders from 
indigenous communities served as UN 
Volunteers in Bolivia, Ecuador, Guatemala 
and Peru. In Brazil, UN Volunteers in 
West and Central Africa implemented a 
widely circulated social media campaign, 
#BalanceForBetter, which improved 
awareness on the need for gender equality.

The United Nations Assistance Mission 
in Afghanistan (UNAMA) and UNV 
collaborated to address gender barriers 
to employment by appointing 30 Afghan 
women as national UN Youth Volunteers 
for the first time in UNAMA’s history. UN 
Volunteers with UNDP used social media 
platforms to agitate for country-wide 
change in attitudes to gender roles.

UN Volunteers trained 11,429 women, 
including 537 refugee women, as part of the 
“My Sister” project in Turkey. The training 
focused on economic decision-making, 
financial awareness and entrepreneurship.

The first-ever assignments for national UN 
Volunteers in Saudi Arabia, the majority 
women and all youth, were hosted by 
UNDP in the areas of operations and 
communications.

In Bangladesh, UN Volunteers serving 
with the United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) provided their professional 
expertise and commitment to work on 
girls’ education, gender equality, reducing 
gender-based violence and improving 
reproductive health.

In 2019, 272 UN Volunteers served with the 
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality 
and the Empowerment of Women  
(UN Women), 18 percent more than in 2018. 
Of these, 75 per cent of assignments were 
aimed at increasing women’s voices in 

Volunteering for people

UN Volunteers tackle 
social disparities in 
communities worldwide. 
With unfailing 
commitment, UN 
Volunteers are at the front 
line with United Nations 
partners to address 
poverty and hunger, 
provide basic services for 
all and promote gender 
equality.



Contributions to UNV

SPECIAL 
VOLUNTARY  

FUND

OTHER RESOURCES  
(FULL FUNDING, 

TRUST FUND, COST-
SHARING)

TOTAL

 FUTURE DUE AS 
PER CONTRIBUTION 

AGREEMENTS 
SIGNED 

PARTNER COUNTRIES

Republic of Korea 4,002 4,002

Germany 2,003 1,782 3,784 995

Sweden 958 2,251 3,209 1,209

Switzerland 803 995 1,798

France 200 1,289 1,489

Finland 1,408 1,408

Japan 1,360 1,360

Australia 1,039 1,039

Russian Federation 1,000 1,000 2,000

Ireland 55 935 990

Czech Republic 13 462 475

Norway 250 250 750

China 30 104 134 610

Thailand 42 42

India 20 20

Bangladesh 2 2

Kazakhstan 2 2 741

   SUB-TOTAL PARTNER COUNTRIES 4,127 16,876 21,003 6,304

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS

Economic Community of West African States 497 497

Agency for Volunteer Service, China (Hong Kong SAR) 370 370 1,805

International Seabed Authority 92 92

Kwansei Gakuin University, Japan 83 83 166

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 59 59

King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi, Thailand 40 40 303

International Labour Organization (ILO) 6 6

   SUB-TOTAL OTHER CONTRIBUTORS 1,146 1,146 2,274

GRAND TOTAL 4,127 18,022 22,149 8,578

Contributions from partners (Thousands of US$) 

 

 UNITED NATIONS ENTITIES  TOTAL 

UNDFS/DPKO/DPA United Nations Department of Field Support/Department of Peacekeeping Operations/Department of Political Affairs  86,727 

UNDP United Nations Development Programme  38,870 

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees  23,289 

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund  9,226 

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund  5,510 

UN Women United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women  3,818 

WFP World Food Programme  2,874 

WHO World Health Organization  2,739 

UNOV United Nations Office at Vienna  2,379 

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  2,343 

OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs  2,216 

OHCHR Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights  1,885 

United Nations Secretariat  1,088 

UNOPS United Nations Office for Project Services  971 

UN-Habitat United Nations Human Settlements Programme  893 

UNCDF United Nations Capital Development Fund  700 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization  631 

IOM International Organization for Migration  539 

UNOG United Nations Office at Geneva  222 

IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  196 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  176 

UNAIDS Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS  174 

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development  164 

ECA United Nations Economic Commission for Africa  112 

Other  347 

TOTAL  188,090 

Financial volume by United Nations entity (Thousands of US$)

UNV financial volume

Total financial volume – all sources of funds (Thousands of US$)

Financial volume by source of fundFinancial volume by region

UNV INSTITUTIONAL  
RESOURCES

OTHER UNV RESOURCES*
RESOURCES FROM 
UNITED NATIONS 

ENTITIES
TOTAL

TOTAL FINANCIAL VOLUME  9,535  23,715  188,090  221,340 

*Special Voluntary Fund, Cost-Sharing, Trust Funds and Full Funding of UNV assignments.
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UNV is as strong as its partnerships. UN Volunteers deliver for our United Nations partners on sustainable development – from 
eliminating poverty, empowering women and youth, and playing critical roles in peacekeeping missions and humanitarian 
response to advocating for climate change mitigation and the rights of marginalized people.

Below are the 2019 statistics on UN Volunteers hosted per top 25 United Nations partners.
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UN Volunteers statistics

Number of individual UN Volunteers 8,282

Countries of assignment 154

Countries of origin 162

Origin of UN Volunteers 
Countries of the Global South 6,708 81%

Countries of the Global North 1,574 19%

Sex
Women   4,232 51%

Men   4,050 49%

Type of assignment 
International UN Volunteers 4,272 52%

National UN Volunteers 4,050 48%
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50% 
Sub-

Saharan 
Africa

15% 
Latin America 

and the Caribbean 

16% 
Asia 

and the 
Pacific 

6% 
    Europe and  

the CIS

13% 
Arab States

National InternationalUN Volunteers  1999–2019

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

9,000

20132012 2014 201520112010200920082007200620052004200320022001200019991998 2016 2017 2018 2019

Online Volunteers Total UN Volunteers  by region  

36% 
Sub-

Saharan 
Africa

22% 
Northern 
America

10% 
Latin 

America 
and the 

Caribbean 9% 
Asia 

and the 
Pacific 

29% 
Europe and  

the CIS 

5% 
Arab 

States

Number of individual Online Volunteers 13,186

Origin of Online Volunteers

Sex
Women   7,648 58%

Men   5,538 42%

Cost-sharing

Full funding

Special Voluntary Fund

Trust Fund
Contributions by fund type 2006–2019 (Millions of US$)

2.92 2.46 0.70 1.63 2.98 3.38 4.14 1.84 2.87 2.42 4.03 3.75

8.03 8.86

7.44

9.35

10.37 11.93

14.06

9.41

11.09

7.16

6.06

13.19

5.51

3.52

6.81

3.71

5.77

2.19

4.67

2.97

4.38

1.13
4.65

1.31 4.04

1.19

4.42

1.30

4.20

0.75

3.70

0.49

3.93

3.74

0
2
4
6
8

10
12
14
16
18
20
22
24
26
28

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

3.04

15.61

5.20

0.18

2018

2.43

15.57

4.13

0.03

2019

UN 
Volunteers 272 75% 25%

UN Women

UN 
Volunteers 56 50% 50%

UN-Habitat

UN 
Volunteers 2,055 38% 62%

UN Missions

UN 
Volunteers 377 60% 40%

UNFPA

UN 
Volunteers 641 65% 35%

UNICEF

UN 
Volunteers 104 67% 33%

OHCHR

UN 
Volunteers 25 76% 24%

UNESCO

UN Volunteers serving under UN entities

UN 
Volunteers 90 61% 39%

UNOCHA

In addition to the above, UNV received the amount of US$ 691k for the modernization of the United Nations Bonn premises from the 
Government of Germany in 2019. As Premises Manager, UNV administers these funds in line with UNDP Financial Regulations and  
Rules (FRRs).

UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction

Summary: Key brand messages
To summarize, here are four key messages to 
remember whenever we tell our story:
 – IFAD is an international financial institution 

with a human face. We have a head for 
business and a warm heart for people. When we 
talk about investing in rural people, this is what 
we mean to convey. 

 – IFAD invests in results for rural people. 
By working with them on participatory 
projects that unlock the economic potential of 
smallholder farmers and other rural people – 
including the poorest and most marginalized 
– we are building individual livelihoods and 
stronger communities. 

 – IFAD is unique. We are the only specialized 
UN agency and IFI operating exclusively in a 
rural context. We empower rural people to 
transform their lives, overcome poverty, build 
resilience and sustainably manage natural 
resources. Nobody else in the development 
sector fills that particular set of needs.

 – IFAD is positive, hopeful and trusted. These 
are qualities that define us as an institution.  
By supporting livelihood opportunities  
that empower people in rural, often remote  
areas where the need is greatest, we promote 
the aspirations, dignity and value of every 
human life.

We know IFAD is already well respected by 
our partners and peers. By playing our part in 
sharpening the brand, each of us can build on the 
goodwill and achievements that IFAD has generated 
over the years. At the same time, we are positioning 
ourselves to make even greater progress in the 
years ahead.

Visual identity policy: IFAD’s logo
The power of a strong visual identity can only be 
realized through consistent application over time, so 
IFAD policy requires that the official logotype
is the only sanctioned symbol for use across the 
organization. No other symbols or marks may be 
used in conjunction with the official IFAD visual 
identity or in place of it.

The IFAD logo, or symbol, is the core element of our 
visual identity. It should be seen on every product 
that comes out of IFAD, from letterheads  
to job advertisements to reports to merchandise  
to the website.

The logo, used since the organization’s founding, 
is a pictogram aimed at projecting the image 
of international cooperation for agricultural 
development. It comprises a stylized ear of grain 
supported by three stalks. The stalks represent 
IFAD’s three founders (Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development [OECD], 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
[OPEC] and developing countries), which contribute 
symbolically to the growth of the grain.

Enabling poor rural people
to overcome poverty

IFAD’s brand and visual identity
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UN Volunteers during a visit to a field unit in Burundi to monitor health and well-being. (UNV, 2019)

Education for all  

In the Arab States, there were 125 UN 
Volunteers in Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, the State of 
Palestine, Sudan, Syria and Tunisia 
deployed to the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF). In Lebanon and the State 
of Palestine, UN Volunteers designed 
educational materials for parents on child 
development and organized cultural 
exchanges with universities abroad for 
students.

The “Street to School” campaign in 
Nigeria, supported by UN Volunteers 
serving with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), 
reached over 5000 people. The UN 
Volunteers distributed much-needed 
school supplies to 500 children who were 
significantly below the poverty line.

In Cambodia, UN Volunteers, in 
collaboration with the government youth 
agency, trained 1,781 local young people in 
entrepreneurship to put them in charge 
of their own career development.

In Colombia, UN Volunteers contributed 
valued enthusiasm and dedication to 
UNICEF’s local activities in education, 
social inclusion and public policy for  
child protection.

Gender parity

In 2019, 51 per cent of serving UN 
Volunteers worldwide were women. 
Thanks to focused outreach to women 
candidates, there was a 156 per cent 
increase in female applications to the 
UNV Global Talent Pool.

In Latin America and the Caribbean,  
63 per cent of national UN Volunteers 
were women. Women leaders from 
indigenous communities served as UN 
Volunteers in Bolivia, Ecuador, Guatemala 
and Peru. In Brazil, UN Volunteers in 
West and Central Africa implemented a 
widely circulated social media campaign, 
#BalanceForBetter, which improved 
awareness on the need for gender equality.

The United Nations Assistance Mission 
in Afghanistan (UNAMA) and UNV 
collaborated to address gender barriers 
to employment by appointing 30 Afghan 
women as national UN Youth Volunteers 
for the first time in UNAMA’s history. UN 
Volunteers with UNDP used social media 
platforms to agitate for country-wide 
change in attitudes to gender roles.

UN Volunteers trained 11,429 women, 
including 537 refugee women, as part of the 
“My Sister” project in Turkey. The training 
focused on economic decision-making, 
financial awareness and entrepreneurship.

The first-ever assignments for national UN 
Volunteers in Saudi Arabia, the majority 
women and all youth, were hosted by 
UNDP in the areas of operations and 
communications.

In Bangladesh, UN Volunteers serving 
with the United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) provided their professional 
expertise and commitment to work on 
girls’ education, gender equality, reducing 
gender-based violence and improving 
reproductive health.

In 2019, 272 UN Volunteers served with the 
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality 
and the Empowerment of Women  
(UN Women), 18 percent more than in 2018. 
Of these, 75 per cent of assignments were 
aimed at increasing women’s voices in 

Volunteering for people

UN Volunteers tackle 
social disparities in 
communities worldwide. 
With unfailing 
commitment, UN 
Volunteers are at the front 
line with United Nations 
partners to address 
poverty and hunger, 
provide basic services for 
all and promote gender 
equality.




