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67/138. Integrating volunteering in the next decade

The General Assemhly

Recallingits resolution 66/67 of 5 December 2011 on thdhemniversary of
the International Year of Volunteers,

Recognizingthat volunteerism is an important component of atyategy
aimed at such areas as poverty reduction, sustlEnaevelopment, health,
education, youth empowerment, climate change, thsassk reduction, social
integration, social welfare, humanitarian actiomapebuilding and, in particular,
overcoming social exclusion and discrimination,

Acknowledgingthe existing contribution of the organizations thie United
Nations system in support of volunteering, espdgidhe work of the United
Nations Volunteers programme around the world, awknowledging also the
efforts of the International Federation of Red Gr@nd Red Crescent Societies to
promote volunteerism throughout its global networnd the work of other
volunteer-involving organizations at the nation&gional and global levels,

Welcomingthe publication by the United Nations Volunteefstloe first State
of the World’s Volunteerism Repottwhich highlights the global recognition of
volunteerism, with its core values of solidaritygciprocity, mutual trust, social
inclusion and empowerment, as well as its posidffects on individual, community
and societal well-being, and commending the UnNedions Volunteers programme
for taking the lead in producing the report,

Welcomingalso the creation of momentum in developing common platfs
to increase support for volunteerism through theseslbance of the tenth
anniversary of the International Year of Volunteers 2011, and urging all
stakeholders to accelerate the momentum in thegmition, promotion, facilitation
and networking of volunteerism and, in this regata,renew their efforts for the
integration of volunteering,
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Commendingthe increasing link between volunteerism and spowthich,
through the invaluable contributions of nationadanternational volunteers to the
preparation and the organization of major sportiegents, contributes to the
promotion of the ideal of peace,

1. Welcomeshe report of the Secretary-Genefal;

2. Commendgshe contributions of national and internationalwdeers for
their fundamental role in the promotion of peace development;

3. Congratulatesthe 70,000 national and international volunteensose
contributions were fundamental to the success ef 2012 London Olympic and
Paralympic Games, as well as the thousands of sthdro gave their time to
support the Games, and looks forward to the countidms of national and
international volunteers at the 2014 World Soccep @nd the 2016 Rio Olympic
and Paralympic Games;

4. Calls upon stakeholders to do their utmost to strengthen plodicy
relating to volunteering, including youth voluntésy, at the local, national and
international levels, as well as integrating voketing in all relevant issues of the
United Nations as main objectives for the next diega

5.  Emphasizeshe role of the community as volunteer-acceptitaksholder
in efforts to overcome challenges and to retain emship of the community, and
calls for a people-centred, holistic approach imesrto build an inclusive and
resilient society, supported by a social bond amotige people through
community-based approaches that facilitate thegirggon of volunteers;

6. Recognizeghat an approach to volunteering may consider drgwn
the notion of human security in accordance with thié provisions of General
Assembly resolution 66/290 of 10 September 2012;

7. Notes with appreciatiomhe growth and the development of volunteerism
since the International Year of Volunteers, and emages Member States to
consider peace and development programmes andtings that offer opportunities
to build strong and cohesive volunteer coalitiomsumd shared goals at the local,
national, regional and international levels;

8. Invites Member States to mobilize and support the reseaochmunity
globally to carry out more studies on the subjeét velunteerism, including
collecting data disaggregated by gender, age asabdlity, in partnership with civil
society, in order to provide sound knowledge asoanflation for policies and
programmes;

9. Calls upon Member States and other stakeholders to favour the
integrating of volunteering in all relevant issussthe United Nations, in particular
to contribute to accelerated achievement of theleihium Development Goals, as
well as giving appropriate consideration to theuissin the discussions on the
post-2015 United Nations development agenda;

10. Urges Member States and the United Nations system toatere
favourable and safe environments to enable a dityeod volunteers to participate
in volunteer activities;
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11. RequestdMember States and the United Nations system tdkwogether
with other volunteer-involving organizations to fopt efforts to enhance the
security and protection of volunteers;

12. Encourages Member States, in cooperation with the internation
community and civil society, to promote volunteenisn all segments of society,
recognizing the benefits of diverse life experiesice volunteerism, and to
incorporate volunteerism into education curriculor fall ages and into
school-community engagements;

13. Requeststhe United Nations Volunteers to continue theifogk to
promote volunteerism, including through the intdgra of volunteerism in peace
and development as well as the development of iatieg recruitment modalities,
such as online volunteering;

14. Calls uponorganizations in the United Nations system to ow to
assist in the promotion of the United Nations Vdkers and upon development
partners and all Member States in a position tosdoto increase funding to the
Special Voluntary Fund to conduct research andningi, to undertake pilot
innovations and to explore other funding modalities

15. Emphasizesthat volunteerism offers valuable opportunities fgouth
engagement and leadership to contribute to the Idpweent of peaceful and
inclusive societies, while also allowing young peopo acquire skills, build their
capacities and increase their employability;

16. Urgesthe United Nations Volunteers and other relevanitéd Nations
organizations to promote a youth volunteer prograngalled for in the five-year
action agenda of the Secretary-General, also uafjegakeholders to promote youth
volunteering, including through the programme, iooperation with the United
Nations system, and invites Member States to carsidluntary contributions to
the youth volunteering trust fund for the purpo$eh® programme;

17. Recognizeshe important role played by women volunteerseirdlia, in
meeting women'’s needs, and encourages women’s figlaigeand participation in all
forms of volunteering;

18. Reaffirmsthe need to encourage volunteerism in all its farmwhich
contributes significantly to the cohesiveness amal well-being of communities and
of societies as a whole and which involves and benhall segments of society,
especially women, children, youth, older persongrspns with disabilities,
minorities, migrants and those who remain excluftedsocial or economic reasons;

19. EncouragesMember States to support intergenerational soiigaand
knowledge transmission through volunteering progreas;

20. Also encourageMember States to promote, where appropriate, &rrth
engagement of the private sector, through the esipanof corporate volunteering
and employee volunteer activities, as well as iasszl coordination between the
private and public sectors;

21. Encouragesall stakeholders to recognize the importance afrdmating
between the skills and the experience of the vaerd and the actual needs in the
community, and emphasizes the need to bridge veknimg gaps;

22. Emphasizesthat people-to-people relations are the core vahfe
volunteerism, and encourages further efforts toldwand strengthen networks
among volunteers and all relevant partners at #teonal, regional and international
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levels, including World Volunteer Web as a globa&tworking hub, as well as new
technologies and social media;

23. Encourages Member States and other stakeholders to integrate
volunteering in disaster risk reduction, therebyleeting the issues discussed in
the thematic debate on disaster risk reductiond elNew York on 12 April 2012
during the sixty-sixth session of the General Asbbm and in the World
Ministerial Conference on Disaster Reduction in dkh, held in Japan on 3 and
4 July 2012, which include the involvement of volears in planning, and the
importance of education, training and volunteerdmhdisaster response, including
voluntary evacuation;

24. Also encouragesMember States and other stakeholders to integrate
volunteering in peacebuilding activities, therelmter alia, making more effective
use of volunteers, including international Unitedtdns Volunteers, and reflecting
the importance of mobilizing and building the caippof young people;

25. Requestghe Secretary-General to report to the GenerakAddy at its
seventieth session, under the item entitled “Socddvelopment”, on the
implementation of the present resolution, includmglan of action to be developed
by the United Nations Volunteers programme to indtg volunteering in peace and
development in the next decade and beyond, to bengted to the Assembly and to
be considered by Member States.

60th plenary meeting
20 December 2012
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