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TOP STORY  

GTM2020 closes with a clarion call to 
supercharge ideas to solutions for 
volunteering in the Decade of Action  
 
Volunteering is a game-changer in this Decade of Action - if well supported 

and integrated into wider development efforts.  
 
At the global meeting on ‘Reimagining Volunteering for the 2030 Agenda’, over 4,000 

stakeholders added their voice and cemented their commitment to go further, faster 

and together to meet the goals of the 2030 Agenda through volunteering. 

 

“Millions of volunteers are a formidable force for transformation and acceleration of 
the 2030 Agenda”, stressed Olivier Adam, UNV’s Executive Coordinator.   
 
The meeting’s main outcome document,  A Call-to-Action on Volunteering in the 
Decade of Action, calls for the alignment of volunteer efforts with the 2030 Agenda 
and for deepening the engagement and common solidarity of the global volunteering 
community to help deliver the SDGs.  
 
A Global Synthesis Report finds that volunteering is still not deeply embedded into 
wider efforts advance the 2030 Agenda. It also highlights the gaps in the 
measurement of volunteer work and in the data and evidence on volunteerism 
particularly from the global South.  
 
Furthermore, the diversity of volunteer action needs to be recognized. The paper 
‘Volunteering practices in the 21st Century’ released this week highlights that 
volunteer action comes in many forms and dimensions from online to onsite, local to 

https://www.unv.org/sites/default/files/FINAL%20-%20Call%20to%20Action_Volunteering%20in%20Decade%20of%20Action%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.unv.org/sites/default/files/FINAL%20-%20Call%20to%20Action_Volunteering%20in%20Decade%20of%20Action%20FINAL.pdf
http://knowledge.unv.org/evidence-library/global-synthesis-report-plan-of-action-to-integrate-volunteering-into-the-2030-agenda
http://knowledge.unv.org/evidence-library/volunteering-practices-in-the-21st-century


global, and ranges from mutual aid, service delivery, campaigning, participation, and 
leisure. The volunteers themselves also add to this enormous diversity -- they come 
from different social, cultural and economic backgrounds, age groups, genders and 
from across all geographical regions.  
 
The Call-to-Action thus encourages Governments, United Nations entities, 
Volunteer-Involving Organizations, Academia, Private Sector and Civil Society to 
recognise this diversity and jointly create new models to shape people action as a 
transformative resource for the SDGs.  
 
A toolkit on Acceleration Matrix: Volunteering for the SDGs,  Policy Blueprints: An 
Enabling Environment for Volunteering and the Measuring Volunteering for the 2030 
Agenda: Toolbox of Principles, Tools and Practices launched this week aim to 
support policy makers to realise this vision. All these resources can be accessed in 

UNV’s newly launched knowledge portal.   
 
Finally, the Call-to-Action outlines seven key areas that require urgent action:  

1. Scale up access to volunteering and volunteering opportunities across the 
SDGs 

2. Ensure that volunteering is well supported beyond formal, organization-
based opportunities 

3. Address inequalities and risks in volunteering 
4. Strengthen structures for people’s ownership of development processes 

through volunteering 
5. Create new models for voluntary action to supercharge ideas to solutions  
6. Measure the impact on well-being of volunteers and the 2030 Agenda 
7. Strengthen the alignment of volunteer efforts with SDG gaps and 

challenges 
 
The four-day meeting was encapsulated in three words by Toily Kurbanov, UNV’s 
Deputy Executive Coordinator, “Reflection of the diversity of volunteering practices. 
Recognition of volunteering efforts through solid evidence and policy coherence. 
and Regionalization to include diverse perspectives and regional and local 
contexts”.  
 
 

 
#GTM2020 ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

GTM2020 on the web and social media  
 

Read the Daily Digest from the day before 
 
Day 1: Reimagining Volunteering for the 2030 Agenda 
Main highlights: Day 1   
Recording: Session 1 
 
Day 2: Global Volunteering Snapshot 
Main highlights: Day 2 
Recording:  Session 2 and Session 3   
 
Day 3: Next-generation Volunteering Support 
Main highlights: Day 3 

http://knowledge.unv.org/evidence-library/acceleration-matrix-volunteering-for-the-sdgs
http://knowledge.unv.org/evidence-library/policy-blueprints-an-enabling-environment-for-volunteering
http://knowledge.unv.org/evidence-library/policy-blueprints-an-enabling-environment-for-volunteering
http://knowledge.unv.org/evidence-library/measuring-volunteering-for-the-2030-agenda-toolbox-of-principles-tools-and-practices
http://knowledge.unv.org/evidence-library/measuring-volunteering-for-the-2030-agenda-toolbox-of-principles-tools-and-practices
http://knowledge.unv.org/
http://knowledge.unv.org/
https://www.unv.org/sites/default/files/GTM%202020%20Daily%20Highlights%20DAY%200.pdf
https://www.unv.org/sites/default/files/GTM%202020%20Daily%20Highlights%20DAY%201.pdf
http://webtv.un.org/search/day-1-reimagining-volunteering-for-the-2030-agenda-global-technical-meeting-gtm2020-opening-session-1-13-to-16-july-2020/6171318644001/?term=global%20technical%20meeting&sort=date)
https://www.unv.org/sites/default/files/GTM%202020%20Daily%20Highlights%20Day%202.pdf
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Funvolunteers%2Fvideos%2F2706883136191323%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckatrina.borromeo%40unv.org%7C659c63c7e5eb4c35166c08d8297107bb%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C637304912715522367&sdata=hgty1KD4UEPyYPEJ9etDArDQokrKYN%2Fo3NduKLvcsvg%3D&reserved=0
http://webtv.un.org/search/day-2-reimagining-volunteering-for-the-2030-agenda-global-technical-meeting-gtm2020-session-2-session-3-13-to-16-july-2020/6171605895001/?term=global%20technical%20meeting&sort=date)
https://www.unv.org/sites/default/files/GTM%202020%20Daily%20Highlights%20Day%203.pdf


Recording: Session 4  
Regional break-out sessions 

 o Africa 
 o Arab States 
 o Asia Pacific 
 o Latin America and the Caribbean  
 o Europe and Central Asia 
 
 

Day 4: Call-to-Action 
Recording: Session 5 
 

• See the social media wall here: https://walls.io/volunteerSDGs  

• Interact with us on Twitter,  Facebook, Youtube, Instagram and LinkedIn 
using. #volunteerSDGS #GTM2020 #HLPF2020 

 
 
RESOURCES 
 

• Call-to-Action on Volunteering in the Decade of Action 

• Policy Blueprints: An Enabling Environment for Volunteering  

• Flourishing in the New Normal  

• Acceleration Matrix: Volunteering for the SDGs 

• Global Synthesis Report on the Plan of Action to Integrate Volunteering into 
the 2030 Agenda   

• Measuring Volunteering for the 2030 Agenda: Toolbox of Principles, Tools 
and Practices 

 
 
VISUAL SUMMARY 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=357071875280242&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=357071875280242&ref=watch_permalink
http://webtv.un.org/search/day-3-reimagining-volunteering-for-the-2030-agenda-global-technical-meeting-gtm2020-session-4-13-to-16-july-2020/6171852686001/?term=Reimagining%20Volunteering%20for%20the%202030%20Agenda&sort=date)
https://www.facebook.com/UNVArabStates/videos/302282894257673/UzpfSTE3MTY0NTA5Mjg0NjQ3OTo0NTIzNTM1ODg3NjU3MzU2/
https://www.facebook.com/UNVAsiaPacific/
https://www.facebook.com/VoluntariosONUROLAC/videos/1587277834765837/UzpfSTE3MTY0NTA5Mjg0NjQ3OTo0NTIzOTYwOTE0MjgxNTIw/
https://www.facebook.com/UNVEurasia/videos/278829603399437/UzpfSTE3MTY0NTA5Mjg0NjQ3OTo0NTIzNTYzNDk3NjU0NTk1/
https://www.facebook.com/unvolunteers/
https://walls.io/volunteerSDGs
https://twitter.com/UNVolunteers
https://www.facebook.com/unvolunteers
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdcJE_W3L7tZGEJ46aOibPg
https://www.instagram.com/unvolunteers/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/united-nations-volunteers/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/united-nations-volunteers/
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http://knowledge.unv.org/evidence-library/measuring-volunteering-for-the-2030-agenda-toolbox-of-principles-tools-and-practices
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