
UNV PARTNERING WITH IOM

DATA SNAPSHOT
UNV partners with the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) to enhance the humane and orderly 
management of migration and the effective respect 
for the human rights of migrants in accordance with 
international law.  UN Volunteers help understand 
people’s needs and analyse evidence, and communicate 
this in order to mobilize international, regional and 
national partners, including civil society actors.  UN 
Volunteers are ready to address migration challenges 
hands on to meet the needs of the most vulnerable and 
build national capacities to respond to humanitarian 
emergencies with well-coordinated response. 

Volunteer action in humanitarian assistance widens 
spaces for engagement, enhances protection 
and builds resilience and trust. Volunteerism is 
intrinsically rooted in SDG 17, and mobilizes people 
to leverage collective action and engagement across 
all the SDGs. 

During 2016, 35 UN Volunteers served with IOM. 
IOM invested US $108,493, with an additional US 
$221,398 resource mobilized by UNV through 10 
UN Volunteers fully funded by donors and deployed 
with IOM.

UN VOLUNTEERS

Individual UN Volunteers 35
UN Volunteer assignments 36

No. of countries of assignment 13
No. of countries of origin 15

Average age 31 yrs

Gender Distribution
Female 24 69%
Male 11 31%

Type of Assignment
International UN Volunteers 12 34%
National UN Volunteers 23 66%

UN Volunteers and UN Online Volunteers with IOM in 2016

UN ONLINE VOLUNTEERS 

Individual UN Online Volunteers 4
UN online volunteering assignments 4

With the Sustainable Development Goals, migration has for 
the first time been inserted into mainstream development 
policy. The situation of migrant workers is highlighted in SDG 
8 on economic growth and decent work, the issue of trafficking 
is mentioned SDG 16 on peaceful societies and migration 
status is mentioned specifically as a factor for disaggregation 
during the follow-up and review in SDG 17. 

Furthermore, SDG 10 aims to reduce inequality within and 
among countries, and calls, in its target 10.7, for “facilitation of 
orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of 
people, including through the implementation of planned and 
well-managed migration policies”, and hence encompasses all 
aspects of migration, which is the centerpiece for migration in 
the 2030 Agenda.

UNV and IOM signed an agreement in 1991 for the deployment 
of UN Volunteers in Iraq to assist in IOM emergency operations, 
and another in 1992 for the deployment in Cambodia of 
national UN Volunteers. 

In 1994, the first global Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
was signed between the two partners, building on collaborative 
efforts up to then in Iran, Cambodia and Mozambique. This 
outlined the intention to pursue additional UN Volunteer 
opportunities in Pakistan and Tajikistan, while increasing 
collaboration in Mozambique. In 1995, an agreement was 
signed to cover the air transport by IOM of UN Volunteers 
serving in humanitarian relief and peace-related assignments.  

UNV and IOM are currently negotiating a new MOU that is 
expected to be signed in 2017.

UNV attaches great importance to gender equality and national 
capacities, and provides high ratios of female as well as national 
UN Volunteers, adding to the diversity of IOM’s workforce.
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Countries of assignment No.

Honduras 9

Morocco 7

Ecuador 6

Bangladesh 2

Niger 2

South Sudan 2

East Timor 1

Egypt 1

Myanmar 1

Senegal 1

Sri Lanka 1

Sudan 1

Viet Nam 1

UN Volunteer assignments with IOM by region
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UN Volunteer assignments with IOM contribute to the SDGs
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Source: UN Volunteer Survey Report 2016.

UN Volunteer assignments 
with IOM by country

UNV is administered 
by the United Nations 

Development Programme.

Note: UN Volunteers selected up to three SDGs their assignments with IOM contributed to most. 
This graph ranks the SDGs selected by percentage. 
Source: UN Volunteer Survey Report 2016.


