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DATA SNAPSHOT
UNV partners with OHCHR to promote and 
protect human rights that are guaranteed 
under international law and stipulated in 
the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. Volunteer action widens spaces for 
engagement, enhances protection and builds 
trust and resilience.  

Volunteerism is intrinsically rooted in SDG 17, 
and mobilizes people to leverage collective 
action and engagement across all the SDGs.
 

UN Volunteers work within communities, 
making them well-placed to monitor and 
document human rights situations, support 
research analyses and build capacity 
and improve inclusive participation
aand engagement of communities.  
 
OHCHR invested a financial volume of 
US $1,038,000 in UN Volunteers in 2016. 
During 2016, 62 UN Volunteers served with 
OHCHR.

UN VOLUNTEERS

Individual UN Volunteers 62
UN Volunteer assignments 64

No. of countries of assignment 22
No. of countries of origin 27

Average age 31yrs

Gender Distribution
Male 25 40%
Female 37 60%

Type of Assignment
International UN Volunteers 47 76%
National UN Volunteers 15 24%

UN Volunteers and UN Online Volunteers with OHCHR in 2016

UN ONLINE VOLUNTEERS 

Individual UN Online Volunteers 510
UN online volunteering assignments 518

UNV attaches great importance to gender equality and national 
capacities, and provides high ratios of female as well as national 
UN Volunteers, adding to the diversity of OHCHR’s workforce.

Note: UN Volunteers selected which of OHCHR’s strategic priorities their assignments contributed to most. This graph indicates percentages of 25 respondents.
Source: UN Volunteer Survey Report 2016.

Strengthening interna�onal human rights mechanisms

Integra�ng human rights in development and the economic sphere

Comba�ng impunity and strengthening accountability and the rule of law

Widening the democra�c space

Early warning and protec�on of human rights in situa�ons of conflict,
violence and security
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Enhancing equality and countering discrimina�on, in par�cular racial discrimina�on,
discrimina�on on the grounds of sex, religion and against others who are marginalized

UN Volunteers contribute to OHCHR strategic priorities

International UN Volunteers National UN Volunteers

36% Male64% Female 53% Male47% Female
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Countries of assignment No.

Guatemala 12

Sri Lanka 10

Colombia 5

Honduras 4

Senegal 4

Tunisia 4

Guinea 3

Mexico 3

Bolivia 2

Burundi 2

Cambodia 2

Chad 1

Ecuador 1

Fiji 1

Kyrgyzstan 1

Madagascar 1

Mauritania 1

Samoa 1

Solomon Islands 1

South Africa 1

Togo 1

Ukraine 1

UN Volunteer assignments with OHCHR by region (2016)
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UN Volunteer assignments with OHCHR contribute to the SDGs
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Level of satisfaction among UN Volunteers serving with OHCHR
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Source: UN Volunteer Survey Report 2016.

UN Volunteer assignments 
with OHCHR by country (2016)

UNV is administered 
by the United Nations 

Development Programme.

Note: UN Volunteers selected three SDGs their assignments with OHCHR contribute to most. This graph 
indicates percentages of 25 respondents. 
Source: UN Volunteer Survey Report 2016.


